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It’s so easy for us to get caught up in the exuberance of singing a worship 

song, like we have just sung, and yet fail to recognize the discrepancies 

between what we sing and how we live. Crowning Him with our praise is 

one thing but living a though He is King with absolute rights over our lives is 

another. What I want to press you with this morning is that… 

 

True discipleship is not measured by external enthusiasm for Christ, 

but a heart of loving obedience to Him. Loving obedience is at the 

heart of true discipleship which means that Jesus must be our master 

(Mark 8:34) and our treasure (rich young ruler). The crowds, much 

like the disciples, had great enthusiasm for Christ, but had they come 

to view Jesus as their Master. In Mark 8:34 Jesus said, “If anyone 

wishes to come after Me, let Him deny Himself, take up His cross, and 

follow Me.” That’s a call to absolute obedience. Not even the threat 

of death should get in the way of our allegiance to Christ. And this 

allegiance is based on a heart of love for Christ as our Treasure. The 

rich young ruler turned away from the road of discipleship because he 

was unwilling to love Christ over his love of wealth. True discipleship, 

like true worship, is more than external enthusiasm. It is the a heart 

of loving obedience to Jesus.  

 

We are at a turning point in the gospel of Mark. Until now, Jesus has 

downplayed His popularity with the crowds. In Mark 10:32, Jesus 

began His mission of marching toward Jerusalem where He would 

soon after take up His cross and die. Now in chapter 11 as He nears 

Jerusalem, Jesus for the first time, embraces and even fuels the 

crowd’s enthusiasm for Him.  

 

Messianic Overtones 

 

The first thing we need to see in this passage is that Jesus is the 

Messiah. Jesus is posturing Himself as a king. The events that unfold 

in this passage are filled with overtones of His identity as the Messiah. 

Notice first of all that Jesus’s actions are carefully calculated here. He 

not only knows where He is going and what He must do, He knows outside 

circumstances and He knows precisely how to carry out His Father’s plan 

and fulfill ancient prophecies that will confirm His messiahship.  

 

In vs. 2 &3 we see Jesus’ omniscience; His clear knowledge of future 

events in fine detail. He tells two of His disciples to go to another 

village, where they will find a colt for Him, the history of the colt, and 

precise instructions about how to answer those who question them.  

 

The colt is significant because it specifically aligns with the Messianic 

prophecy of Zech 9:9—“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in 

triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; 

He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a 

donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Zechariah goes on to say 

of this King that He will speak peace to the nations and that His 

dominion will extend to the ends of the earth. In ancient times it was 

not only the privilege of a king to ride a beast of burden; an unbroken 

animal was considered sacred (Num 19:2; Gen 49:11) and according 

to the Mishnah (Jewish oral laws), no one else was allowed to ride a 

king’s horse.  

 

When Jesus rides into Jerusalem, the people spread coats and 

branches on the road in front of the colt like the ceremonious 

welcome of a king (see 2 Kings 9:13). The crowds were shouting, 

“Hosanna” which was a cry of exaltation, a plea for Jesus to save 

them, to be their triumphant king (literally, “save us”). It comes from 

Psalm 118 along with the next line, “Blessed is He who comes in the 



name of the Lord!” Psalm 118 was a celebration of God’s saving 

strength. The people are full of enthusiasm and Jesus welcomes their 

praise, but ironically Jesus and the crowd are on completely different 

wave lengths.  

 

Misunderstood Melody  

 

The second thing we need to understand about Mark 11 is that Jesus 

is misunderstood. While the crowds sang the right melody, they 

failed to understand what it really meant. The crowds were looking 

for a political or even military hero. They were short-sighted; they 

only had near-sighted vision. They wanted freedom from the Romans 

but Jesus had His sights set on a much larger Kingdom. One that 

would indeed reach to the ends of the earth, but one that would only 

experience triumph through suffering and death. As the crowds 

enthusiastically sang, “Hosanna, Blessed is He who comes in the name 

of the Lord” from Psalm 118, they were unable to see the relevance of 

the three verses just before that. Psalm 118:22-24—“The stone which 

the builders rejected has become the chief corner stone. This is the 

Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day which the Lord 

has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  

 

This is a call to rejoice in a day when One is rejected, and in being 

rejected becomes the chief cornerstone. Peter later made the 

connection in I Peter 2 when He identified Jesus as the stone which 

the builders rejected.  

 

I Peter 2:4-8—“And coming to [Jesus] as to a living stone, rejected by men, 

but choice and precious in the sight of God, 

 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ. 

 6 For this is contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a 

precious corner stone, And he who believes in Him shall not be 

disappointed." 

 7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who 

disbelieve, "The stone which the builders rejected, This became the very 

corner stone," 

 8 and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; for they stumble 

because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also 

appointed.” 

 

Peter is saying that there is a new temple, a living one, which is made 

up of people, where every stone is a believer, with Jesus Himself as 

the chief cornerstone. Those who build their lives on Jesus have the 

stable security of eternal life, but those who do not believe in Him will 

stumble over this Rock in their disobedience to the Word. And the 

result will be everlasting doom. So Psalm 118 is about Jesus; but not 

in way they expected.  

 

The question is which one are you? A brick in the living temple of God 

whose life is meticulously aligned with Jesus as the Cornerstone, 

building your life upon His, or are you one who is stumbling over Him 

with a life marked by disobedience to the Word? Peter says that Jesus 

is a precious value to those who believe (vs. 7)—He is the means by 

which we, like a temple, are filled with the life and presence of God. 

But to not have this precious value of Christ, to stumble over Him 

rather than to stand on Him, is to be appointed to eternal doom (vs. 

8).  

 

To build your life on the Cornerstone of Christ requires more than 

external enthusiasm like the crowds ushering Jesus into Jerusalem. 

Building your life on Christ requires loving obedience to Him. It 

requires clearly understanding the call of discipleship to make Him 

your Master and your treasure.  



 

Calculated Dissonance  

 

The third thing I want you to see from Mark 11 is that Jesus is creating a 

crisis. He is going to create a crisis for the purpose of transforming man-

centered, temple-focused religion into God-centered, Christ-focused 

worship. Its not immediately apparent in the first 11 verses but these 11 

verses are setting us up for the bigger picture that we will see in the 

chapters ahead (esp 11-13). A major theme in the next three chapters will 

be Jesus conflict with the temple, with its authorities and its religion.  

 

What’s so surprising about the Triumphal Entry in Mark is the unexpected 

way in which in ends—it just seems to fissile out. [vs. 11] The crowds 

mysteriously disappear; the singing and shouts of Hosanna fade; it seems 

anti-climactic. Jesus just looks around and leaves. But He will return the next 

day with a calculated purpose to create a crisis. The very next thing that will 

happen in vs. 12-26 will be Jesus’ forceful anger disrupting the temple and 

driving out the money changers, challenging the temple authorities, and 

exercising judgment over what’s happening in the temple.  

 

When we step back and look at the bigger picture, which is particularly 

helpful in the gospel of Mark, what we discover is that Mark is setting us up 

for a major shift that Jesus is bringing in the NT regarding worship.  

 

What Mark is leading us to, is an understanding that Jesus supersedes the 

temple. He didn’t come to reform the temple but to replace it. No longer 

would the temple be the central focus of worship; Jesus would be the 

center, because He would be the ultimate sacrifice. The Triumphal Entry in 

Mark 11:1-11 is the prelude to Jesus confrontation with temple-centered 

worship. But this is not just a theme in Mark. It’s a sample of a much larger 

shift that we see throughout the entire New Testament. Not only does Jesus 

come to fulfill Old Testament practices, He comes to de-institutionalize 

worship. No longer would worship be primarily focused on a certain place 

(like the temple), or system of external practices (like priestly sacrifices). 

Rather, there is a major shift in the NT to worship becoming an internalized 

matter of the heart that causes all of life to be viewed as a means of 

worship to God.  

 

Its true that the heart was always meant to be engaged in worship (even in 

the OT), yet the NT has a radical new intensification of the heart in worship. 

Now instead of going to a physical temple, the temple is the body of Christ, 

the people of God, all across the globe. Now instead of bringing animal 

sacrifices to God, our lives become a sacrifice of praise and service to God in 

all of life. We read things like, “Through [Jesus] then, let us continually offer 

up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His 

name. And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such sacrifices 

God is pleased” (Heb 13:15-16; cf. Rom 12:1).   

 

One of the best examples in the NT of this shift from institutionalized 

worship to lifestyle worship is found in Jesus’ discussion with the woman at 

the well in John 4. She wants the focus on the dispute over which mountain 

was the ideal place for worship. But do you remember what Jesus told her? 

“An hour is coming and now is when the true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His 

worshipers. God is spirit and those who worship Him must worship in spirit 

and truth” (John 4:23-24). 

 

It’s not about the location or the system but about “the intensification of 

worship as an inward experience of the heart.”
1
 

 

Last summer the worship team went through John Piper’s seminar on 

corporate worship entitled, Gravity and Gladness. In this study Piper points 

out a remarkable discovery. The main Hebrew word for worship in the Old 

Testament is translated into Greek as proskuneo, which means to bow down 

(think of the word prostrate). In the New Testament proskuneo (bow down) 

is used prominently in the Gospels and Revelation but in between it is 

nearly absent in the New Testament epistles. Why is it that the apostles 

seem to “boycott” the word worship in the letters to the churches—the 
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concept of worship is definitely there, but the word proskuneo  isn’t. The 

answer is that in the Gospels and Revelation, Jesus is bodily present as the 

physical object of worship—he’s there for people to bow down to 

(proskuneo). But the NT epistles address worship in this period of time when 

Jesus is not physically among us but spiritually present so that our worship 

must be “in spirit and in truth.” And so there must be an intensification of 

the inward experience of worship as an expression of the heart. And when 

the inward experience of the heart is intensified in worship, suddenly all of 

life is a platform for praise.
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The apostle’s instructions on worship take on a whole new language.  

� “Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your 

heart to the Lord always giving thanks for all things in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to God” (Eph 5:18-20) 

� All of life becomes a “worship service”—not just a 

designated hour.  

 

� “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual service of worship.” (Rom 12:1) 

� Worship is a life of service not just an event 

 

� “Through [Jesus] then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise 

to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And do 

not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is 

pleased” (Heb 13:15-16) 

 

� Writing to a scattered, dispersed people, Peter says “You are a royal 

priesthood…so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who 

called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (I Pet 2:9).  

 

No longer should we think of worship as confined to a “worship service” or 

a certain set of prescribed rituals. Worship becomes a way of life, an 

attitude of the heart. This doesn’t mean its not important for God’s people 
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to gather for corporate worship. Hebrews clearly admonishes us to not 

forsake our assembling together (Heb 10:24-25), yet these corporate 

gatherings are only one component to the much larger picture of living a 

God-exalting life from a worshiping heart. The problem is not that we meet 

too much for worship but that we fail to view all of life as a service of 

worship to honor God.  

It’s this shift in focus from institutionalized worship to a focus on the inward 

experience of the heart in all of life that Mark is beginning to move us 

toward as Jesus rides into Jerusalem to create a crisis that will reveal that 

true worship, like true discipleship, is not just a matter of external 

practices, but a heart of loving obedience to Christ in all of life. He must be 

our Master and He must be our Treasure.  


